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bigger than ever to me. As I advanced toward him he appeared to be frowning (which was not a good augury to me). He opened the interview by saying: "Mr. Morgan, do you really believe Mr. Elaine to be as able a man as you describe him in this article? " I replied: " I most assuredly do, sir." Mr. Cleveland's eyes twinkled and a humorous smile passed over his face as he said: " I am very glad to hear you say so, for if you did not regard Mr. Elaine as an able man I am doubtful if you would have the capacity to fill the important position I am sending you to. I wish you a pleasant voyage. Good-bye!"
I was fairly dazed by this unexpected turn in my affairs, for after my unpleasant interview with Mr. Bayard I had regarded the matter of my appointment as having been settled adversely to my hopes. How I got out of the White House I do not know, but when I came to my senses I was out in the grounds hurrying as fast as I could to tell Senator Butler of my wonderful interview with the President.
That night I went to New York and a few days after my arrival I married Miss Frances A. Fincke, a daughter of Judge Charles Fincke, of New York, and we started for San Francisco, at which city we arrived safely without further adventure.
In San Francisco I met several old friends and shipmates who were more than kind. There was Dick Floyd who had served in the C.S. cruiser Florida. I also met the Reverend Mr. Foute, an Episcopal clergyman and the rector of a very fashionable church; he was a most dignified dignitary of the Church. The last time I had seen Foute was some twenty years previously when he was a midshipman in the Confederate Navy waiting in Paris for a Confederate cruiser which never materialized. If my memory serves rne correctly, at that time the clerical gentleman (that was to be) was about as wild as an "unbusted " bronco, and as apt to kick over the traces. Foute had been on board the Merri-mac in the great fights in Hampton Roads, and in thoselegate to the convention which nominatedats in a stand just opposite. I must confess that the huge form to thethere, killed by seal of the United States to be affixed*
